Desire of Ages – Discovery Exercise
Note: Answers to the questions are found in the texts provided. As much as possible avoid opinion and interpretation.

Now sin has marred God's perfect work, yet that handwriting remains. Even now all created things
declare the glory of His excellence. There is nothing, save the selfish heart of man, that lives unto itself.
No bird that cleaves the air, no animal that moves upon the ground, but ministers to some other life.
There is no leaf of the forest, or lowly blade of grass, but has its ministry. Every tree and shrub and
leaf pours forth that element of life without which neither man nor animal could live; and man and
animal, in turn, minister to the life of tree and shrub and leaf. The flowers breathe fragrance and
unfold their beauty in blessing to the world. The sun sheds its light to gladden a thousand worlds.
The ocean, itself the source of all our springs and fountains, receives the streams from every land, but
takes to give. The mists ascending from its bosom fall in showers to water the earth, that it may bring
forth and bud.
DA p. 20,21

1. What is the main concept found in this paragraph?
2. Which sentence(s) “most fully” illustrate the main concept?
3. How would you draw / depict / diagram, this illustrated concept? -- Sketch it here.

4. Which two words best summarize the main concept? __________ and __________ -Now write these words into your drawing?
5. What then is the main testimony of nature? (cf. Romans 1:20)
But turning from all lesser representations, we behold God in Jesus. Looking unto Jesus we see that it
is the glory of our God to give. "I do nothing of Myself," said Christ; "the living Father hath sent Me,
and I live by the Father." "I seek not Mine own glory," but the glory of Him that sent Me. John 8:28;
6:57; 8:50; 7:18 In these words is set forth the great principle which is the law of life for the universe.
All things Christ received from God, but He took to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry for
all created beings: through the beloved Son, the Father's life flows out to all; through the Son it returns,
in praise and joyous service, a tide of love, to the great Source of all. And thus through Christ the circuit
of beneficence is complete, representing the character of the great Giver, the law of life.
DA p. 21

1. What is the glory of our God?
2. What is the great principle of the universe?

3. Christ, our example, _________ all things from God but He _________ to _________.
4. How are all benefited by Christ’s heavenly ministry?
5. Through Christ what is returned to God?
6. What would you name your diagram?
7. What does it illustrate / represent?
… It will be seen that the glory shining in the face of Jesus is the glory of self-sacrificing love. In the
light from Calvary it will be seen that the law of self-renouncing love is the law of life for earth and
heaven; that the love which "seeketh not her own" has its source in the heart of God; and that in the
meek and lowly One is manifested the character of Him who dwelleth in the light which no man can
approach unto.
DA p. 20

1. Who and What, is the preeminent example / illustration of God’s glory i.e. His character?
2. What word(s) would you put at the center of your diagram? -- Re-sketch it here.

In His life and lessons, Christ has given a perfect exemplification of the unselfish ministry which has its
origin in God. God does not live for Himself. By creating the world, and by upholding all things, He is
constantly ministering for others. “He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain
on the just and on the unjust.” Matthew 5:45. This ideal of ministry God has committed to His Son. Jesus
was given to stand at the head of humanity, that by His example He might teach what it means to minister.
His whole life was under a law of service. He served all, ministered to all. Thus He lived the law of God,
and by His example showed how we are to obey it. Again and again Jesus had tried to establish this
principle among His disciples. When James and John made their request for pre-eminence, He had said,
“Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister.” Matthew 20:26. In My kingdom the
principle of preference and supremacy has no place. The only greatness is the greatness of humility.
The only distinction is found in devotion to the service of others.
DA pp. 649,650

1. What is Jesus’ example to us?
2. What was the principle Jesus wished to establish in His disciple’s hearts?
3. The only greatness is the ___________ of ___________ … found in _____________
to the ___________ of _____________.
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